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The Acbassador ‘ : Davesber 30, 1953
. £. Urlgt '

Amv&tinsofcalamzfﬁarloa Chmmmmaflﬁuﬁm@h

T was visited this aftermoon by & somce who has in the past given the
Ezbagay reliable informution on agrerimn mattors. Although I have knowa hinm foy
mﬁm,wmmmmmmm, and it was mwt wntil today that
Iumaormammwmmummmmamwumm
Cuatemlas ‘

nwsmawmm‘mthémmcm CASTILLO Armag? rewmtat&ve
Memtmtwwmwwmwmm He told me that
Mmma@mmmmMammmm_wamvmwm

wag & typewrition letter delivered Yy messenger, dated 12 s signod Yy

M, King® and containing soveral code nanes such as *Don AIvaro¥; ", Hogper (3)
and%é:.* m&mﬁw%mmgmm mfﬁ%mx
clined to agres with Ma 44 of & onc-onth pertod rrepavation for the move ax
ﬁ%mh@@%ﬂmammmmmwmm

worthy mesbers of the opposftiog in the Castdlleo Arvsas R wRy' 1ot be sutileiontly
large to overcoms the Govermomnt forues. He said he was ot roferring to the Army
thmWMMWMwmmme&mmIAm%
pmm(mmcrﬁmthmmnmmmw ; edtiad

leadsra of each lgbor union have teen aymed by the Governaang.

fully eware that the Undted States had done all that could be expasted of it, and
that the militant opposition to the Govermment appreciated very moh U. S. steps
toprmntentmmaofaminboﬁmtm, "even though that also hag affected
ug, "

On the subject of ernms, he said that he had Just picked up the following in-
formation which he had besn unable to verify in itgs entirety, although he knew part
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of it to be correct: several days age Colonol TTRON of the Cuateamalan Armed
Forces (probably Colonel Pelips Antonio TIRON, Chief of the Quateralan Alr Forug)
left for los Angeles with $80,000 4n cash on his porson in an effort to bribe any
individuals who would stand in the way of obtainming five P57 airplanes which the
Guatemdlan Avmy is anxious to purchase.

The gource told me that the Salama revolt of lMarch 29, 1553, was the result
of & move made Yy one individual, Mr. Carlos STIDNE. He explained this by ssying
‘that the Salama incident was not supposed to have talken place, that is, the
Castillo Armap group had & much more inclusive plan for revolts throughout the
country and that it was only because of the {reashery of one man who confided the
plot to Nr. Simons that the Salama incident was provoked. MNr. Simons, a follower
of Ceneral Higuel IDICORAS Fuentes, had not been taken into the confidence of the
Cagtillo frmas group, and, when he found out that a rovement was in process, tried
to ride in on the coattalls of the other oppesition group.

I asked the gource if he Jmew the whereatoute of Sr. Juan CORDOVA Cerna, oppo-
sition lesdar Q;?a recortly escaped from W He said that he rgeived ah
post card from him dbout & week aps from Ray Jte Lonis s Wisslssippl, although he
does 1ot know where hw 43 #b rreset. ’

I asied hin vhere Cagtillo Armas was at the prosent time. He sald he actuslly
wmtm,mm@mm:mmmmrm&mm.mm from K1
Salvadors On the subjedt of r1 "alvador and $ts posmible part in the Caghall;
Armas operatdaon, he sald that he suepected many commmicationa were carried by
Ambassador FURES' diplomatic pouch. He algo gaid that it is not unlikely that the
removal of Colonel BOLANOS ae Minister of Defense of Bl <alvador was commacted in
sore way with the Castillo Arcas roverert.

During the course of the comversation he Sndicated that he was nesvous axd
worried about the gituation and possible results of any action taken sgoingt the
Government, Referring to the possible dizcovery of his partdoipation in the move-
ment, he salid, "I am thirty years old and have the responsibility of a wife and
two kidg—and these bays pley for keeps.®

He also said that his group does not need any money and that, as stated above,
the U. 5. Govermrent could give them nothing at this time. He lamented the lack of
moral fiber in the great majority of Guatemala's opposition and said that he wished
I could meet more of the youny, courageous, anti-iovermment pecple in Guatemala ’
"like the two couples you met at my house lagt week." He wag referring to two
young married coupleg Xrs. Urist and I met Christmas night at a small party at the
source's home,
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In speculating on what would happen if a successful revolt were to take
place, he expressed greal disdain for the Guatemalan Army and said that any
efforts the opposition makes will be wagted if a succesaful revolt puts Guate-
mals in the hands of the typleal :2litary triumvirate made up of incumbent
military officers, for "that would sin.ly be a matter of charging coatg.® He
also speculated on the T. e Govermment's positden with reference to rocogni~
tlon of a now government In Cuatemela, T t0ld huu that ag far as regogrition
is concarned I could mot foretell s aotion of my Gowernoet, ut that I
thought that first things gese Iiret and rawoving camamnists from POWES YR3
the first considaration.

In discusging tho activitles of the exiled students in Honctaras, Lo mon-
tioned the nare of londuras! Ambassador to Custerwls, Lic. Cctavie DURON. He
sald none of his group {rusted the Ambassador and he believed that the latter
was actually in the employ of the Cuatemmlan Covermment. le sald, "there ip
Just too much money in evidencs, and the ‘mbassador does not have & very orest
pergonal income,.™

¥hen discusain; the Salama affair, the sourve told we that Mo grouwp had
Just learned (December 29) of a plamed escape (December 31) from the Salams
‘Jail Yy some of the prisoners. He said that since thay had mot mreviously been
advised of the plan, they cuspected that Covermaent plants had had a hand in the
Plot in order to zake the prisoners flee so thai they could eithor be shot while
escapdng or be pemmitted te go imte exile. The mourve said that the sistey of
one of the prisonors, lMario SAMDOVAL, had been sent immediately to Salama to
warn her brother and his companions not to attempt the break. '
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